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Introduction

The project “WWII-MONUMENTSEE - Assessment of post-World War II monuments in
South East Europe in order to develop a new regional tourism product/ cultural route”
(herein referred as WWII-MONUMENTSEE) implemented by EXPEDITIO was financed
through a grant provided by the Regional Cooperation Council’s Tourism Development and
Promotion Project. The RCC’s project is funded by the European Union and implemented in
an effort to contribute to the growth and competitiveness of the six Western Balkans economies
by supporting development and promotion of joint regional cultural and adventure tourism
offer. This assessment is one of the WWII-MONUMENTSEE project’s outputs.

The project WWII-MONUMENTSEE was carried out from November 2018 to June 2019.

Locations of the project: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo®, Montenegro, Serbia and
the Republic of North Macedonia.

Post-World War II monuments found in South East Europe area represent important
potential for the development of a regional cultural tourism route. These monuments, mostly
built after World War II on the whole territory of former Yugoslavia and Albania primarily
represent memorials to fighting against fascism, but they are much more than that and some
of them possess exceptional artistic value. Following the changes occurring during the 1990s in
South East Europe these monuments have been disregarded, which has lead to their neglect
due to lack of maintenance and in some cases to their devastation or complete destruction.
Revived interest for these monuments started at the beginning of 21st century, since 2006,
stimulated by foreign artists and researchers, as well as those from the SEE region.
Furthermore, the importance of post-WWII monuments has begun to be rediscovered in
connection with tourism, as well. However, all these initiatives and activities are sporadic, more
often launched from abroad than by countries where the monuments are situated, and they are
not synchronized, so that these monuments are not offered as a unique tourism product,
neither at the level of individual countries nor of the SEE region. In addition, there are no data
about these monuments collected at one place, nor a detailed analysis of their value, state and
potentials for the development of touristic routes.

Specific objective of the project WWII-MONUMENTSEE is: Completed the initial stage in
developing new SEE regional tourism product/ cultural route - post-World War II monuments,

" This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the IC]J
Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence
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through carrying out an assessment. The overall objectives are: Developed new SEE regional
tourism product/ cultural route - post-World War I monuments; Enhanced (employment and
sustainability of the) SEE regional tourism through developing new tourism product/ cultural
route; Contributing to economic growth in SEE region through strengthening regional tourism
and cultural routes.

The activities realized during the WWII-MONUMENTSEE project include: Forming a
regional team of experts and defining the concept and methodology of work; Research and data
collecting in the six SEE economies and producing six individual “Assessments of post-World
War II monuments in South East Europe for developing new SEE regional tourism product/
cultural route” by selected researchers; Organizing a one-day regional expert workshop;
Producing a regional “Assessment of post-World War II monuments in South East Europe for
developing new SEE regional tourism product/ cultural route”; and Distributing the results of
the project to all the stakeholders.

The producing of six individual “Assessments of post-World War II monuments in South
East Europe for developing new SEE regional tourism product/ cultural route” included

the following activities and segments:

- A review of the general state of the WWII heritage, which was intended to provide a
general picture of the treatment of this segment of cultural heritage in six economies,
including: the legal framework regulating the protection, management and
maintenance of the WWII monuments; institutions / key stakeholders responsible for
the protection, management, maintenance, promotion of the WWII monuments; an
official list / a database of WWII monuments; previous initiatives (artistic projects,
researches, promotion, activism ...); an overview of stakeholders and a general review
of the overall state of the WWII monuments: their protection, maintenance, use,
management and touristic valorization.

- Analysis of an expanded list of monuments was carried out using the official lists of
protected WWII monuments in individual economies, as well as a List of Proposed

Sites for WWII Monument Route provided by the Regional Cooperation Council,
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containing 40 pre-selected monuments that needed to be included.' The analysis of

monuments was made using the established criteria®.

! The list provided by the RCC included 40 monuments:
- Albania: Shkodér, Kaméz, Mother Albania (Tirana), Pezé e Vogél, Bérzhité, Elbasan, Pishkash

- Bosnia-Herzegovina: Vraca Memorial Park (Sarajevo), Vogo$éa Monument, Battle of Neretva Memorial



























































































































